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A Response to Intervention Framework 

Introduction 
“Commitment to Excellence” is the mission statement of the Carbondale 
Elementary Schools.  
 
The mission of our district is to prepare its students to live harmoniously, 
cooperatively, and productively in a global community.  
 
We believe...  

● All children can learn.  
● All children have the right to learn.  
● All children are of inherent and of infinite worth.  
● Everyone has the right to a healthy and safe physical/mental 

environment. 
● The mind is the greatest resource.  
● Cultural diversity is enriching and vital to individuals and society.  
● Everyone is entitled to be treated with dignity and respect.  
● Education is the shared responsibility of the school, home, student, and 

community.  
 
It is our goal for all students to have the resources and instruction necessary 
to reach their full potential while receiving a free and appropriate public 
education.  
 
Carbondale Elementary School District #95 is dedicated to meeting the needs 
of all students and to provide the best quality education possible. The schools 
embrace the Response to Intervention Framework (RtI) model as a system of 
service delivery that uses evidence-based interventions, ongoing monitoring 
and evaluation of individual students to make informed decisions about their 
educational and behavioral needs.  This framework provides students with 
increasingly intensive levels of interventions, if needed.  
 
Definition of Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS):  
 
Multi-tiered system of supports (MTSS), formerly known as RTI (Response to 
Intervention) and PBIS (Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports ). In 
MTSS, the needs of all learners are identified and supported early through 
increasing levels of instructional time and intensity. By using performance 
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data and through monitoring learning rates and social- emotional-behavioral 
development of students, schools make important instructional decisions to 
meet the needs of ALL of our learners (e.g., students from different 
backgrounds, levels of language proficiency, and levels of attainment). MTSS 
encompasses both the academic and social-emotional-behavioral demands of 
learning. 
 
MTSS implementation is a shared responsibility and ownership of all CES95 

educators, staff, families, and communities. 

 
MTSS has three important parts:  
1. A multi-tiered system of curriculum, instruction, assessment, and 

interventions;  
2. A problem solving method for decision making at each tier, and  
3. The use of data to inform instruction at each tier. 
 
In a MTSS framework, resources are allocated in accordance with students' 
needs. This framework is usually shown as a multi-tiered model like the one 
below and involves more and more intense instruction and interventions 
across the tiers. The level of intensity of instruction and interventions a 
student receives is determined by how he or she responds to the instruction 
and/or intervention. Like the model shown on the next page, Carbondale 95’s 
MTSS model has three tiers. 
 
Positive Behavior Intervention and Support (PBIS) is a systematic approach 
within the MTSS model for creating positive school environments, which 
support the needs for all students and staff. 
When problematic behaviors occur, students are provided with a range of 
supports to address the behavior. If students do not respond, the intensity of 
the support increases. The goal is to improve school culture and climate by 
reinforcing desired behaviors and diminish recurrences of problem behavior 
in order to achieve social, emotional and academic success. 
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• Tier 1  

Academics: This is the instruction that all students receive in the general 
education classroom with their general education teacher. It is called 
Tier 1 instruction or core instruction.  At Tier 1, teachers differentiate 
instruction by proactively planning and implementing a variety of 
instructional methods matched to varying student skill needs within the 
classroom.  
 
Behavior: This is directed by the schoolwide behavior matrix and 
classroom management plan which incorporates all students, including 
those who require additional behavioral instruction to adjust 
adequately to the academic environment.  Tier I behavior practices 
consist of school-wide plans and positive behavior systems that 
implement scientific, research-based programs. 
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• Tier 2  
Academics:  This involves supplemental interventions that are provided 
with an increased level of intensity in addition to core instruction  for 
small groups of students who show some risk of not meeting grade level 
standards.  Tier 2 interventions are provided by the general education 
classroom teacher and usually involve additional practice and skill 
building. 
 
Behavior:  This involves targeted groups of students in need of focused, 
small group behavioral instruction and interventions.  These students 
require focused interventions that provide additional support of the 
school-wide behavior plan. 
 

• Tier 3  
Academics:  This involves providing interventions for a smaller group of 
students with the highest level of need.  Such interventions are provided 
at a higher level of intensity in comparison to Tier 2 and are also in 
addition to core instruction and Tier 2 instruction .  Tier 3 
interventions are usually provided by interventionists and are  tailored 
specifically to meet the needs of each student. 

 
Behavior:  These behavioral supports are based on a student’s response 
to Tier I Core Instruction and Tier II targeted interventions.  When 
interventions are provided with fidelity and data shows that a student is 
not making necessary behavior adjustments, Tier III support is 
necessary.  Tier III interventions concentrate on students with intensive 
needs through explicit, individualized interventions and or assessments. 

 
Students may move fluidly among the tiers as a result of their response to the 
instruction and interventions they receive.  For example, if data shows 
progress, a student can move from Tier I to Tier II and back to Tier I within a 
relatively short period of time.  It is also important that students receive the 
types and levels of interventions they need when they need them.   
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Problem Solving Method of Decision Making 
In MTSS, a problem solving method is used to match instructional resources to 
educational (academic and social/emotional) needs.  The problem solving 
method is used at all three tiers: for all students (Tier 1), for groups of 
students (Tier 2), and for individual or small groups of students (Tier 3).  
Problem solving typically consists of four steps, as shown in the figure below. 

 
Step 1.  Identify the Problem   
Determine the gap or difference between the expectation and what is actually 
occurring in terms of student performance. Problems may be defined using 
school-wide, small group, or individual student data. 
Step 2.   Analyze the Problem 
Use information collected from a variety of sources, such as universal 
screening, progress monitoring, student work, parents’ input, etc., to 
determine why the learning and/or behavior problem(s) may be occurring. 
Step 3.  Develop and Implement a Plan 
Set a goal that describes the expected improvement in learning; 
select the instruction and/or intervention(s) that will address the problem; 
identify how progress will be monitored; and carry out the instructional 
changes and/or interventions and check to make sure they are being 
implemented with fidelity. 
Step 4.  Evaluate the Plan 
Collect and use school-wide, small group, and individual student data to 
determine if the plan is working or if changes are needed. 
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Using Data to Inform Instruction 

In a MTSS model, knowing if student performance is improving helps guide 
educational planning. 

● At Tier 1 , data  is collected as often as four times during the school year 
and are used for screening and benchmarking of all students in important 
areas such as reading, math, writing, and behavior. This means that schools 
use the information to measure where all  students are performing 
compared to grade level benchmarks and how much progress the students 
are making. The data also help schools determine if their core instructional 
practices are effective for most students. 

● At Tier 2 , data is collected once a month to determine whether the extra 
instruction and interventions are making a difference and whether a 
change in instruction and/or intervention is needed. Tier 2 is typically 
delivered in the classroom by the student’s classroom teacher.  

● At Tier 3 , data is collected for the same reasons as Tier 2 but are collected 
more often (e.g., daily, weekly, or bi-monthly) so that decisions and 
changes to the student’s instruction can be made sooner. This type of 
intervention is typically provided outside the classroom and by someone 
other than the child’s classroom teacher.  

 
The information collected through universal screening and progress 
monitoring is used to help school teams answer the following questions: 

● Is core instruction effective and meeting the needs of a high percentage 
(e.g., 80% or more) of our students? 

● If not, what changes can be made in order to improve core instruction? 
● For any student receiving interventions: 

o Are the current interventions helping the student learn in the identified 
problem area?  If not, are changes in the intervention needed? 

o Is the student making enough progress to close the gap in the identified 
area? 

o If the interventions are no longer provided, is the student able to 
continue to make progress? If not, can the current interventions be 
continued with only general education resources? 

 

Successfully implementing and sustaining MTSS requires a focus on improving 
student outcomes and the commitment and involvement of all stakeholders, 
including district leadership, school administrators, educators, parents, and 
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community members.  Comprehensive commitment and leadership at both 
the district and building level are critical for successful and sustained MTSS 
implementation. Successful implementation of MTSS also involves educators 
collaborating to provide high quality instruction for ALL students that is 
guided by data-based decisions. Parents are important partners in this 
process as well.  Evidence shows that when parents and family members are 
involved in a child’s education, the outcomes are positive:  higher test scores, 
increased attendance, better behavior and social skills, higher rate of 
graduation, and increased drive to pursue post-secondary education. 
 

School-Level MTSS Teams  

Each school has established a school-level MTSS team to implement and 
oversee the MTSS process, assess the school’s level of MTSS implementation, 
and develop and implement plans to support the MTSS system.  

Purpose  

The School-Level MTSS Team is responsible for:  implementing and 
overseeing the MTSS process as outlined in this manual; assessing the school’s 
level of MTSS implementation; and interfacing with the District MTSS team to 
ensure consistent practice and determine training and support needs.  

Data Team Members  

• Core Team Members:  Building Administrator, Director of  Services, 
Psychologist, Classroom teachers, Interventionists, Special Education 
Teacher, PBIS Building Coach, Additional Team Members (as needed): 

Nurse, Speech/Language Pathologist, Additional team members as 
determined by the principal to ensure a balanced representation of 
school staff 

PBIS Team Members  

• PBIS Tier 2 - Tier 3 Core Team Members: Building Coach, Building 
Administrator, School Social Worker, School Counselor, General 
Education Teacher and Special Education Teacher  
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Meeting Schedule 

• School-Level Data Teams and PBIS teams meet throughout the year. 
Data Teams will meet at a minimum of every six weeks. PBIS will meet 
at least monthly.  

• Teams spend time looking at school-wide data and progress while also 
discussing specific student needs.  

• Student Support Team (SST) meetings are student-focused.  Parental 
involvement is key. Intervention layers may be added to increase the 
level of support. If students are not responding to the interventions, 
they may be referred to the special education evaluation team; however, 
this referral does not guarantee special education services.  

MTSS & Students with Disabilities 

Illinois’ special education rules (23 Illinois Administrative Code 226.130) 
require school districts to use a process that determines how a child responds 
to scientific, research-based interventions as part of the evaluation 
procedures to determine special education eligibility under the category of 
specific learning disability (SLD). While this requirement is specific to SLD, 
districts also have the option of using a MTSS process as part of the evaluation 
procedures for other disability categories. 
 
When a student is participating in a MTSS process, data showing that the 
student has a significant skill deficit and is making insufficient progress, even 
when provided with intense, research-based interventions, could lead the 
school team to suspect that the student has a disability that may require 
special education services. Another possible consideration is the student’s 
need to receive ongoing, additional, and substantial specialized supports and 
services in order to participate and make progress in the general education 
curriculum. 
 
To determine special education eligibility, existing data collected during the 
MTSS process, parental input, and additional assessments will be used. The 
school team, which includes a student’s parents, will determine if the data is 
sufficient to determine eligibility or if additional evaluation data is needed. 
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During this process, the interventions the student has been receiving should 
continue to be provided. 
 
• Special Education Referral and Evaluation Process   

Initial Needs Assessment (INA): This meeting is held with the 
parents to determine whether or not an evaluation for special 
education eligibility is appropriate based on the data provided. If 
so, the multidisciplinary team identifies areas of need to be 
included in the student’s evaluation.  

Evaluation Period: The multidisciplinary team has 60 school days 
to complete and review the evaluation.  

Eligibility Meeting: The multidisciplinary team and parents meet 
to review the evaluation results and determine if the eligibility 
criteria or special education supports have been met.  

Special Education Entitlement: If the student is found eligible, an 
Individualized Education Plan (IEP) is developed and 
implemented.  
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Appendix 1 

District Academic Core and Intervention Curriculum 
 

  Parrish  Thomas  Lewis  CMS 

Tier 1 
Reading 

PreK  Creative 
Curriculum  
 
K-1 Reading Workshop/ 
Balanced Literacy 

2-3 Reading Workshop/ 
Balanced Literacy 
 

4-5  Reading Workshop/ 
Balanced Literacy 
 

6-8 Reading Workshop/ 
Balanced Literacy 

Tier 1 
Writing 

PreK  Creative 
Curriculum 
 
K-1  Units of Study for 
Teaching Writing 

2-3  Units of Study for 
Teaching Writing 

4-5  Units of Study for 
Teaching Writing 

6-8  Units of Study for 
Teaching Writing 

Tier 1 Math  K-1  My Math; 
        ST Math; 
Cognitively Guided 
Instruction; 
 
PreK  Creative 
Curriculum 

2-3  My Math; 
        ST Math; 
Cognitively Guided 
Instruction 

4-5  My Math; 
        ST Math; 
Cognitively Guided 
Instruction 

6-7-8 My Math; 
        ST Math; 
Cognitively Guided 
Instruction 

Tier 2 
Reading/ 
Writing 

K-1  CIM Interventions 
(Letters and Sounds, 
Shared Reading, Guided 
Reading, Emergent 
Writing, Assisted Writing, 
Word Study) 
 
PreK  Creative 
Curriculum with 
modifications 

2-3  CIM Interventions 
(Shared Reading, Guided 
Reading, Emergent 
Writing, Assisted Writing, 
Word Study) 

4-5 CIM Interventions 
(Shared Reading, Guided 
Reading, Emergent 
Writing, Assisted Writing, 
Word Study, Literature 
Discussion Groups) 

6-7-8 CIM Interventions 
(Shared Reading, Guided 
Reading, Emergent Writing, 
Assisted Writing, Word 
Study, Literature 
Discussion Groups) 

Tier 2 Math 
We also 
have the 
Math 
Intervention 
binders by 
grade level 

K-1 My Math Small 
Groups 
 
PreK  Creative 
Curriculum with 
modifications 

2-3  My Math Small 
Groups 
 
 

4-5  My Math Small 
Groups 
 

6-7-8 My Math Small 
Groups 

Tier 3 
Reading/ 
Writing 

K-1  CIM Interventions 
(Interactive Writing, 
Guided Reading Plus) 

2-3 CIM Interventions, 
(Guided Reading Plus, 
Writing Aloud) 

4-5  CIM Interventions 
(Guided Reading Plus, 
Comprehension Focus 
Groups, Writing Aloud) 

6-7-8   CIM Interventions 
(Guided Reading Plus, 
Comprehension Focus 
Groups, Writing Aloud) 

Tier 3 Math  PreK Creative Curriculum 
with modifications 
 
K-1  Moby Max  
My Math Resource Binder 
Touch Math 
 

2-3   Moby Max 
My Math Resource Binder 

4-5  Moby Max 
My Math Resource Binder 

6-7-8 Moby Max 
My Math Resource Binder  
Glencoe 
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Appendix 2 
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Appendix 3 

 

Date: ________________________  

 

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s) of ____________________________________:  

 

Through a school-wide initiative known as Multi-Tiered Systems of Supports 
(MTSS), CES 95 is providing interventions beyond the core classroom to 
students who have demonstrated needs for support in academics as well as 
social, emotional or behavioral expectations.  

 

Based on data collected, your child has demonstrated a need for more 
instruction in the area(s) of _______________________________. In addition to core 
and Tier 2 classroom instruction within the classroom, your child will 
participate in small group or individual targeted Tier 3 instruction. Progress 
will be monitored to ensure that the additional instruction is effective.  

 

If you have any questions regarding the instruction, student progress, or the 
overall MTSS process, please contact your building principal.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

School Data Team 

 

 

 

 


